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 Goodrich Landing Gear Division 
 Goodrich Aerospace Canada Ltd. 
 1400 South Service Road West 
 Oakville ON. L6L 5Y7 Canada 
 Tel:  905 827 7777 
 Fax: 905 825 1583 
 www.aerospace.goodrich.com 

 
 

January 25, 2010 
 
 
Subject:  Town of Oakville – Proposed Air Quality By-Law 
 
 
 
Dear Ms. Toth, 
 
In response to the Town of Oakville’s proposed Air Quality By-Law, Goodrich Landing Gear would like 
to share its concerns with the Town’s Environmental Committee and provide some recommendations 
as to the implementation of the proposed legislation.  
 
Let us first state that Goodrich is not summarily opposed to the establishment of any initiatives that will 
serve to improve the air quality of Oakville and the surrounding area. In fact, Goodrich is very much 
committed to the protection of the environment and to the continual prevention of pollution in all 
aspects of its business. 
 
To that end, Goodrich believes that a more measured view to assessing, evaluating and implementing 
any environmental mitigation actions is a more prudent approach to this important issue. We commend 
the Town for engaging local industry in a consultation process with a view to identifying any concerns 
and challenges associated with the Town’s ambitions to implement the proposed by-law. 
 
To that end, we are presenting for your review a list of concerns that we have compiled relative to the 
by-law that has been proposed by the Town. We are also including a number of recommendations that 
we believe would facilitate the introduction of any such legislation and provide a greater opportunity for 
affected businesses to undertake the necessary changes to reduce emissions. 
 
Some of these comments were cited during last week’s consultation meeting, however, we have 
chosen to include them in our submission to reassert our support for such concerns and suggestions. 
Herewith please find our comments: 
 
Concerns 

 
o Implementation timeline is aggressive – there is inadequate time to conduct a thorough 

assessment, complete the evaluation with the Town and undertake mitigating actions to effect 
compliance with the By-Law. 

 
o Application fee is onerous – doesn’t account for the costs and consultant fees incurred by the 

applicant to assess and model their current environmental ‘footprint’. 
 

o The evaluation process seems somewhat arbitrary for those found to be non-compliant with 
the By-Law. How will the Town equitably evaluate the status of each major emitter and assess 
their standing relative to the ‘public’s interest’?  

 
o The evaluation process could become extremely politicized. How will those companies 

identified as major emitters be evaluated fairly and consistently based on their relative size 
and ‘importance’ to the local economy? 
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o There is too much uncertainty regarding the evaluation costs as well as the investment that 
may be required to conform to the By-Law. How can a company effectively budget for these 
unknowns? 

 
o The compliance measures are not well understood. Is absolute compliance a fundamental 

requirement? How much time will be allocated for the compliance process? How much 
environmental mitigation investment will be deemed adequate relative to compliance? 

 
o It will be difficult to account for ambient environmental conditions – fluctuating emissions 

derived from vehicular traffic will dominate in certain locations and at certain times. 
 

o Major sources of VOC’s and Fine PM emissions are derived from vehicular traffic and other 
external sources outside of the Town’s jurisdiction. Will these sources not continue to 
represent the major cause of airborne pollutants and undermine the relative effectiveness of 
any enhancements resulting from the proposed By-Law? 

 
o Any investments made to reduce the emissions of local major-emitters will be marginal relative 

to the contributing effects of other external sources. Is this money well spent when the overall 
gains are likely to be relatively minor in relative terms? 

 
o During these tough economic times, it is a financially daunting proposition to be forced to incur 

environmental assessment costs along with those costs associated with any environmental 
mitigation investments. With sales and margins shrinking, such potential extraneous 
expenditures will directly impact budgets and serve to undermine the competitiveness of some 
businesses relative to their competitors (who are likely not burdened with such requirements). 

 
o Modeling requirements are not adequately defined. How does an applicant properly account 

for ambient conditions and external factors in their model? 
 
 
 
 
Recommendations: 
 

o Use the NPRI assessments to benchmark existing emitters instead of instituting another 
evaluation mechanism that uses a different set of criteria – use NPRI rankings to prompt 
existing emitters to focus their efforts (investments) on the implementation of those measures 
that will mitigate the environmental impact of their operations. 

 
o In the interest of forgoing a protracted and costly evaluation, allocate such costs towards 

investments that are well suited to mitigating environmental impact rather than contributing to 
the incomes of those environmental consultants involved in the process. 

 
o Application fee is onerous. The Town should look to institute a sliding scale fee depending 

upon the degree of non-compliance. If the applicant is compliant with one or two of the three 
indices being evaluated, the application fee should be scaled back to reflect the more limited 
evaluation that will ensue.  

 
o If an applicant knowingly exceeds any of the prescribed thresholds, allocate the application fee 

towards the deployment of environmental mitigation measures in lieu of the costly evaluation 
process.  

 
o In an effort to contain the application costs and facilitate the evaluation process, applicants 

could make use of the same consultants that the Town will use as part of the peer review. This 
approach could also avoid the potential for any protracted and costly disagreements between 
environmental consultants. 
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o In order to better understand the impact to those companies that are major-emitters, conduct a 
preliminary assessment of the current status of Oakville’s industry (which companies are 
emitting and to what extent using NPRI reporting standards?). With this insight, then look to 
craft a by-law that will prompt emitters to take appropriate actions over a reasonable period of 
time but one that will not necessarily force them to undertake wholesale changes to their 
operations that could have serious business consequences. 

 
 
 
We would welcome the opportunity to engage the Town in a more comprehensive discussion to review 
any of these suggestions in detail. Goodrich is committed to doing its part for the environment and is 
prepared to collaborate with the Town and its local partners to introduce those measures that will 
collectively address the issue of air quality and mitigate current practices to help reduce emissions. 
 
We thank you for the opportunity to communicate our position and look forward to playing our role in 
addressing this important issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
 
 
Tim Whittier 
Director, Government Relations 


